MEMORANDUM FOR:  The Martha Washington Anniversary Committee

FROM:  Mary V. Thompson, Research Specialist

DATE:  7/31 & 8/1-3, 16, 17, 27, 28/2001 and 10/10 & 22/2001; 1/31/2002; correction made, 4/11/2003; additional material added, 8/25/2005; 3/23/2006; 4/13/2006; 7/20/2006; 3/5/2008; 4/7/2008
SUBJECT:  Descriptions of Martha Washington, together with a few references pertinent to the relationship between the Washingtons

1. From:  John Blair to Daniel Parke Custis, 4/9/1749, and n.d., in Josephine Little Zuppan, editor, The Letterbook of John Custis IV of Williamsburg, 1717-1742 (Lanham, MD:  Rowman and Littlefield, 2005), 15.

“In the end, Daniel decided that he wanted to marry Martha Dandridge--a prospect [John] Custis did not particularly relish.  He objected because she had no comparable fortune and possibly because her father was not a councillor.  The negotiations between father and son were more complicated than is usually described--at least, two letters from John Blair to Daniel hint that Custis had at the beginning encouraged the match.  On 9 April 1749 Blair reported discussing the matter with Custis’s friend Thomas Lee, who, after agreeing to help Daniel win over his father, “added that your Father put it upon your never letting him know your mind in it; and that he [Lee] thought you ought to tell him your affections plainly, and urge him with his having contributed to the fixing of them.”  The other undated but probably later letter suggests that Daniel should simply marry Martha and that his father “would soon be reconciled to it; as he had a[t] [Ms. mutilated] even encouraged it.”  Blair reported that John considered Martha to be “beautifull & sweet temper’d” and had even told Lee that he favored their marriage.  In this account, Custis’s latest change of heart was occasioned by Daniel’s ill-timed request for some clothing for his slaves.  With the help of John Blair and attorney James Power, Daniel soon won Custis’s permission--if not blessing….”

2. From:  J. Power to Daniel Parke Custis, n.d. [probably 1749], in Mary Custis Lee, “Memoir of George Washington Parke Custis,” Recollections and Private Memoirs of Washington, By His Adopted Son, George Washington Parke Custis, With A Memoir of the Author By His Daughter; And Illustrative and Explanatory Notes By Benson J. Lossing (Philadelphia:  J.W. Bradley, 1861, 9-72), 20n.

“This comes at last to bring you the news that I believe will be most agreeable to you of any you have heard—that you may not be long in suspense I shall tell you at once—I am empowered by your father to let you know that he heartily and willingly consents to your marriage with Miss [Martha] Dandridge—that he has so good a character of her, that he had rather you should have her than any lady in Virginia—nay, if possible, he is as much enamored with her character as you are with her person, and this is owing chiefly to a prudent speech of her own.  Hurry down immediately for fear he should change the strong inclination he has to your marrying directly….”

3. From:  John Tayloe to William Byrd, III, Williamsburg, 4/4/1758, in The Correspondence of the Three William Byrds of Westover, Virginia, 1684-1776, Volume II, edited by Marion Tinling (Charlottesville, Virginia:  The University Press of Virginia, 1977), 646 & 646n.

“…C.C. is very gay & says he has attacked the widow Custis….” 

[Footnote:  “Charles Carter did not marry the widow Custis, who married George Washington in 1759.  Charles Carter’s third wife was Lucy Taliaferro.”]

[Note:  Charles Carter (1707-1764), known as Charles Carter of “Cleve,” near Port Royal, Virginia, was the third of five sons of Robert (“King”) Carter of Corotoman in Lancaster County, Virginia, and the brother of Landon Carter of “Sabine Hall.”  He was educated in England, had surveyed the Virginia wilderness and Shenandoah Valley as a young man and later served as a commissioner for Lord Fairfax.  He also was a trustee for the town of Falmouth, became a justice for King George County, as well as County Lieutenant, and was a member of the House of Burgesses from 1736 until the time of his death in 1764.  He was married three times:  a) to Mary Walker (from 1728-spring of 1742); b) to Anne Byrd (from Christmas of 1742-1757); and c) to Lucy Taliaferro (from 1762-1764).  He had a total of 13 children. (From:  Fairfax Harrison, editor, “The Will of Charles Carter of Cleve,” The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography (January 1923, 39-69), 39-44)]

4. From:  Robert Stewart to George Washington, Fort Loudoun, 1/16/1759, in The Papers of George Washington, Colonial Series, Volume 6, edited by W.W. Abbot (Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1988), 187-188.

“I had the extreme pleasure of receiving your very agreeable favour by Mr Boyd and beg leave to present my hearty Congratulations on your happy union with the Lady that all agree has long been the just object of your affections—may you long enjoy all the felicity you propos’d by it, or that Matrimony can possibly afford—Be so good as to offer my Complements in the most respectful and obliging Terms to Your Lady (a new Stile indeed) and tho’ she has rob’d me and many others of the greatest satisfaction we ever had or can enjoy in this Service yet none can be more sollicitous [sic] for her happiness.”

5. From:  Francis Fauquier to William Byrd, 1/23/1759, in The Papers of George Washington, Colonial Series, Volume 6, edited by W.W. Abbot (Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1988), 175n.

“Colonel Washington has resigned his Command of the Virginia Forces (and is married to his agreeable Widow)[.]  This Command is intended for you, on Condition the Assembly, when it meets in February will restore the Officers and put the Regiment upon the former Establishment[.]”

6. From:  George Washington to Richard Washington, Mount Vernon, 9/20/1759, in The Papers of George Washington, Colonial Series, Volume 6, edited by W.W. Abbot (Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1988), 359.
“I am now I beleive [sic] fixd at this Seat with an agreable [sic] Consort for Life and hope to find more happiness in retirement than I ever experiencd [sic] amidst a wide and bustling World—I thank you heartily for your Affectionate Wishes—Why wont [sic] you give me an occasion of congratulating you in the same manner?  none [sic] woud [sic] do it with more cordiality, & true sincerity than Dear Sir Yr Most Obedt & Obligd Servt.”

7. From:  Edmund Pendleton to ______, [9/1774?], in The Letters and Papers of Edmund Pendleton, 1734-1803, 2 volumes, collected and edited by David John Mays (Charlottesville, Virginia:  The University Press of Virginia, 1967),  1:98.

“…I was much pleased with Mrs. Washington and her spirit.  She seemed ready to make any sacrifice and was cheerful though I knew she felt anxious.  She talked like a Spartan mother to her son on going to battle.  “I hope you will stand firm – I know George will,” she said.  The dear little woman was busy from morning until night with domestic duties, but she gave us much time in conversation and affording us entertainment.  When we set off in the morning, she stood in the door and cheered us with the good words, “God be with you gentlemen.”

8. From:  Mercy Otis Warren to Abigail Adams, 4/17/1776, in Adams Family Correspondence, Volume 1, edited by L.H. Butterfield (Cambridge, Massachusetts:  The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1963), 385.

“…Next Morning I took a Ride to Cambridge And waited on Mrs. Washington at 11 oclock, where I was Receiv’d with that politness [sic] and Respect shewn [sic] in a first interview among the well bred and with the Ease and Cordiallity [sic] of Friendship of a much Earlier date.  If you wish to hear more of this Ladys [sic] Character I will tell you I think the Complacency of her Manners speaks at once the Benevolence of her Heart, and her affability, Candor and Gentleness Quallify [sic] her to soften the hours of private Life or to sweeten the Cares of the Hero and smooth the Rugged scenes of War….I did not dine with her though much urge’d [sic], but Engaged to spend the Ensuing day at head quarters.  She desired me to Name an Early hour in the Morning when she would send her Chariot And Accompany me to see the Deserted Lines of the Enemy And the Ruins of Charlston [sic]:  A Malencholy [sic] sight the Last which Evinces the Barbaraty [sic] of the Foe, and Leaves a Deep impression of the sufferings of that unhappy town.”

9. From:  Nathanael Greene to his wife, Catharine Green, Baskenridge, [near Morristown, New Jersey], 4/8/1777, The Papers of General Nathanael Green, Volume 2, edited by Richard K. Showman (Chapel Hill, North Carolina:  The University of North Carolina Press, 1980), 54.

“…Mrs Washington and Mrs Bland from Virginia are at Camp, happy with their better halves.  Mrs Washington is excessive fond of the General and he of her.  They are very happy in each other….”

10. From:  Mrs. Martha Dangerfield Bland to her sister-in-law, Frances Bland Randolph, Morristown, New Jersey, 5/12/1777, in Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical Society (July 1933, 150-153), 152.

“…now let me speak of our Noble and Agreable [sic] Commander (for he commands both Sexes)[,] one by his Excellent Skill in Military Matters[,] the other by his ability politeness and attention[.]  we visit them [the Washingtons] twice or three times a week by particular invitation—Ev’ry day frequently from Inclination—he is generally busy in the forenoon—but from dinner till night he is free for all company[.]  his Worthy Lady seems to be in perfect felicity while she is by the side of her Old Man as she calls him, we often make partys [sic] on Horse back [sic] [:] the Genl[,] his lady[,] Miss Livingstone & his Aid de Camps…These are the Genls family all polite sociable gentlemen who make the day pass with a great deal of satisfaction to the Visistors—but I had forgot my subject almost, this is our riding party Generly—at which time General Washington throws of[f] the Hero—and takes on the chatty agreable [sic] companion—he can be down right impudent sometimes—such impudence, Fanny, as you and I like….”

11. From:  Nicholas Cresswell, Sunday, 7/13/1777, in The Journal of Nicholas Cresswell, 1774-1777 (New York:  The Dial Press, 1924), 251, 253, 255.

“News that our Army has surprised Washington and taken him prisoner.  Afraid it is too good to be authentic.  His great caution will always prevent him being made a prisoner to our inactive General [Howe]….Before the expiration of the War [French & Indian] he [Washington] married a Mrs. Custis, a widow lady, with whom he had a very good fortune.  By her entreaties he left the Army, in which he never gained any great esteem by his own country Officers or men….His House is at a place called Mount Vernon…where he has a very fine Plantation and Farm…He keeps an excellent table and a stranger, let him be of what Country or nation, he will always meet with a most hospitable reception at it.  His entertainments were always conducted with the most regularity and in the genteelest manner of any I ever was at on the Continent (and I have been at several of them, that is, before he was made a General)….His lady is of a hospitable disposition, always good-humoured and cheerful, and seems to be actuated by the same motives with himself, but she is rather of a more lively disposition.  They are to all appearances a happy pair.”

12. From:  The Marquis de Lafayette to his wife, Adrienne de Noailles de Lafayette, Valley Forge, 1/6/[1778], in Lafayette in the Age of the American Revolution:  Selected Letters and Papers, 1776-1790 , edited by Stanley J. Idzerda (Ithaca, New York, and London:  Cornell University Press, 1977), 1:225.

“…Several general officers have brought their wives to camp, and I am very envious, not of their wives [who are rather dull], but of the pleasure they have in being able to see them.  General Washington has also just decided to send for his wife, a modest and respectable person, who loves her husband madly….”

13. From:  Pierre-Etienne Duponceau to ____, Philadelphia, 6/13/1836, in George Washington as the French Knew Him:  A Collection of Texts, edited and translated by Gilbert Chinard (Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1940; New York:  Greenwood Press, Publishers, 1949), 14, 16.

“[Valley Forge, late February 1778]…From Lancaster, we proceeded directly to Valley-Forge, where we arrived on the 23d of February.  On the next day, I had the honor of being presented to Genl Washington, and to dine with him that day, and the next….I had frequent opportunities of seeing him, as it was my duty to accompany the Baron when he dined with him, which was sometimes twice or thrice in the same week.  We visited him also in the evening, when Mrs Washington was at Head-quarters.  We were in a manner domesticated in the family….In the midst of all our distress, there were some bright sides to the picture, which Valley-Forge exhibited at that time.  Mrs. Washington had the courage to follow her husband in that dismal abode; other ladies also graced the scene….They often met at each others quarters, and sometimes at General Washington’s, where the evening was spent in conversation, over a dish of tea or coffee.  There were no levees or formal soirees; no dancing, card-playing, or amusement of any kind, except singing.  Every gentlemen or lady who could sing, was called upon in turn for a song.  As I had a tolerable voice, and some knowledge of music, I found myself of consequence in these reunions.  I soon learned the favorite English songs, and contributed my share to the pleasures of the company….”

14. From:  Elaine Forman Crane, editor, The Diary of Elizabeth Drinker, Volume 1 (Boston, Massachusetts:  Northeastern University Press, date unknown), 297.

“[4/6/1778] left J. Roberts after Breakfast, and proceeded on to the American Picket guard, who upon hearing that we were going to head-quarters, sent 2 or 3 to guard us further on to another guard where Colll. Smith gave us a pass for Head Quarters where we arriv’d at about ½ past one; requested an audience with the General—set with his Wife, (a sociable pretty kind of Woman) until [sic] he came in; a number of Officers there, who were very complient, Tench Tillman, among the rest, it was not long before GW. came [sic] and discoursd [sic] with us freely, but not so long as we could have wish’d, as dinner was serv’d in, to which he had invited us, there was 15 of the Officers besides the General and his Wife, Gen. Green, and G. Lee we had an eligant [sic] dinner, which was soon over; when we went out with the General Wife up to her Chamber, and saw no more of him….”

15. From:  Mrs. Sarah Bache to her father, Benjamin Franklin, Philadelphia, 1/17/1779, in William Spohn Baker, Itinerary of General Washington From June 15, 1775, to December 23, 1783 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1892), 149.

“I have lately been several times invited abroad with the General and Mrs. Washington.  He always inquires after you in the most affectionate manner, and speaks of you highly.  We danced at Mrs. [Elizabeth Willing] Powell’s your birthday [January 6, (O.S.) 1706], or night I should say, in company together, and he told me it was the anniversary of his marriage [January 6, (N.S.) 1759]; it was just twenty years that night.”

16. From:  Pennsylvania Packet, 2/4/1779, in William Spohn Baker, Itinerary of General Washington From June 15, 1775, to December 23, 1783 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1892), 151.

“Tuesday morning [February 2], His Excellency General Washington set off from Philadelphia to join the army in New Jersey.  During the course of his short stay (the only relief he has enjoyed from service since he first entered into it), he has been honored with every mark of esteem which his exalted qualities as a gentleman and a citizen entitle him to.  His Excellency’s stay was rendered the more agreeable by the company of his lady, and the domestic retirement which he enjoyed at the house of the Honorable Henry Laurens, Esquire, with whom he resided.”

17. From:  Catharine W. Livingston to John Jay, New Jersey, 2/20/1779, in John Jay, the Making of a Revolutionary:  Unpublished Papers, 1745-1780, edited by Richard B. Morris (New York, Evanston, San Francisco, and London:  Harper & Row, Publishers, 1975), 563.

“…Yesterday I had the pleasure of dining at head quarters [sic], and was quite delighted with Mrs. Washington.  The General and some other General Officers expressed their satisfaction at your continuance in your office.”

18. From:  James Thatcher, Military Journal of the American Revolution, 160-161 [note—part of this quote can be found in William Spohn Baker, Itinerary of General Washington from June 15, 1775, to December 23, 1783 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1892), 152-153].

“[Middlebrook, New Jersey] Yesterday [Thursday, 2/25/1779] I accompanied Major Cavil to head quarters, and had the honor of being numbered among the guests at the table of his Excellency, with his lady, two young ladies from Virginia, the gentlemen who compose his family, and several other officers.…Mrs. Washington combines in an uncommon degree, great dignity of manner with the most pleasing affability, but possesses no striking marks of beauty.  I learn from the Virginia officers that Mrs. Washington has ever been honored as a lady of distinguished goodness, possessing all the virtues which adorn her sex, amiable in her temper and deportment, full of benignity, benevolence and charity, seeking for objects of affliction and poverty, that she may extend to the sufferers the hand of kindness and relief.  These surely are the attributes which reveal a heart replete with those virtues which are so appropriate and estimable in the female character….”

19. From:  Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton (Mrs. Alexander Hamilton) regarding meeting Martha Washington at Morristown in the winter of 1779/80, in Hugh Howard, Houses of the Founding Fathers:  The Men Who Made America and the Way They Lived (New York:  Artisan, 2007), 147.

“…She received [my aunt and me] so kindly, kissing us both, for the general and papa were very warm friends.  She was then nearly fifty years old, but was still handsom.  She was quite short:  a plump little woman with dark brown eyes, her hair a little frosty, and very plainly dressed for such a grand lady as I considered her.  She wore a plain, brown gown homespun stuff, a large white handkerchief, a neat cap, and her plain gold wedding ring, which she had worn for more than twenty years.  She was always my ideal of a true woman.”

20. From:  John Steele to his brother, William Steele, Jr., Morristown, New Jersey, 6/14/1780, in A Salute to Courage:  The American Revolution as Seen Through Wartime Writings of Officers of the Continental Army and Navy, edited by Dennis P. Ryan (New York:  Columbia University Press, 1979), 186-187.

“…I am at present enjoying myself incomparably well in the family of Mrs. Washington, whose guard I have had the honor to command since the absence of the General and the rest of the family, which is now six or seven days.  I am happy in the importance of my charge, as well as the presence of the most amiable woman upon Earth, whose character should I attempt to describe I could not do justice to, but will only say that I think it unexceptionable; the first and second nights after I came it was expected that a body of the Enemy’s horse would pay us a visit, but I was well prepared to receive them for I had not only a good detachment of well disciplined troops under my command, but four members of Congress who were volunteers with their musquets, bayonets and ammunition.  I assure you they have disposed of a greater share of spirits than you have ever seen in that body or perhaps ever will see as long as they exist.  I leave you to judge whether there is not considerable merit due their commander.  I only wish I had a company of them to command for a campaign; and if you would not see an alteration in the constitution of our army against the next, I would suffer to lose my ears and never command a Congressman again.  The rations they have consumed considerably overbalance all their service done as volunteers, for they have dined with us every day almost and drank as much wine as they would earn in six months.”

21. From: Pierre Etienne Du Ponceau (1760-1844) to his daughter, Anna L. Garasche, Philadelphia, 9/9/1837, in James L. Whitehead, “Notes and Documents:  The Autobiography of Peter Stephen Du Ponceau,” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (July 1939, 311-343), 312-313.

“[November 1780]…We parted with General Greene somewhere in the State of Delaware and pursued our route to Richmond in Virginia.  On our way the Baron paid a visit to Mrs. Washington at Mount Vernon; we were most cordially received and invited to dinner….The Baron having accepted the invitation we sat down to dinner.  Mrs. Washington was accompanied by a young lady, a relative, whose name, I think, was Miss Custis.  The table was abundantly served, but without profusion….After dinner was over, while the Baron and Major Walker in company with the young lady were viewing the grounds I had the honour of sitting in the parlour tete-a-tete with Mrs. Washington.  I shall never forget the affability, and, at the same time, the dignity of her demeanour.  Our conversation was on general subjects.  I can only remember the impression it left upon my mind; she reminded me of the Roman matrons of whom I had read so much, and I thought that she well deserved to be the companion and friend of the greatest man of the age.”

22. From:  Marquis de Chastellux, Travels in North America in the Years 1780, 1781 and 1782, 2 volumes, translated by Howard C. Rice, Jr. (Chapel Hill, North Carolina:  The University of North Carolina Press, 1963), 1:134.

“[November 30, 1780, Philadelphia]…I found there Mrs. Washington, who had just arrived from Virginia, and was on her way to join her husband, as she does at the end of every campaign.  She is about forty or forty-five, rather plump, but fresh and with an agreeable face….”

23. From:  George Grieve, original translator of Travels in North America in the Years 1780, 1781 and 1782 by the Marquis de Chastellux, 2 volumes, translated by Howard C. Rice, Jr. (Chapel Hill, North Carolina:  The University of North Carolina Press, 1963), 1:298-299.

“[About 1782] I had the pleasure of passing a day or two with Mrs. Washington, at the general’s house in Virginia, where she appeared to me to be one of the best women in the world, and beloved by all about her….”

24. From:  Claude Blanchard (born 1742), 7/20/1782, in George Washington as the French Knew Him:  A Collection of Texts, edited and translated by Gilbert Chinard (Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1949; New York:  Greenwood Press, Publishers, 1969), 67.

“On the 20th we stopped at Alexandria…General Washington’s residence…is situated between Colchester and Alexandria.  Mrs Washington is a woman of about fifty years of age; she is small and fat, her appearance is respectable.  She was dressed very plainly and her manners were simple in all respects; she had with her three other ladies, her relations….In the evening, we left her respectable company after having spent a very agreeable and truly interesting day.”

25.  From:  George Bennet to his mother, 4/15/1783, in The Writings of George Washington, Volume 26, edited by John C. Fitzpatrick (Washington, DC:  The United States Government Printing Office, 1938), 321n.
“[re: a visit to the headquarters at Newburgh]…at table he [George Washington] placed me on the left hand of Mrs Washington—he was on her right…the company besides consisted of about 15 officers—The dinner was good, but everything was quite plain—we all sat on camp stools & there was nothing to be seen about his House, but what every officer in the army might likewise have in his—Mrs W. was as plain, easy, and affable as he was, & one would have thought from the familiarity which prevailed there, that he saw a respectable private gentleman dining at the Head of his own Family….he…never uses a Carriage, but when Mrs W. is with him, & that is only in winter….”

26. From:  The Marquis de Lafayette to Adrienne de Noailles de Lafayette, 8/20/1784, in Stanley J. Idzerda and others, editors, Lafayette in the Age of the American Revolution:  Selected Letters and Papers, 1776-1790, Volume 5 (Ithaca, New York, and London:  Cornell University Press, 1983), 237-238.
“Though I do not know if my letter will reach you, my dear heart, I had to write you that I am at Mount Vernon and that I am reveling in the happiness of finding my dear general again…I arrived here on the seventeenth…To describe to you the life that we lead here, I shall tell you that after breakfast the general and I chat together for some time.  After having thoroughly discussed the past, the present, and the future, he withdraws to take care of his affairs and gives me things to read that have been written during my absence.  Then we come down for dinner and find Mrs. Washington with visitors from the neighborhood.  The conversation at table turns to the events of the war or to anecdotes that we are fond of recalling.  After tea we resume our private conversations and pass the rest of the evening with the family.  That, my dear heart, is how we spend our time, and we often talk of you, of our children, and of anything that has to do with the family.  There are in the house two small children of Mrs. Washington, who you know was married once before.  The general has adopted them and loves them with great tenderness.  It was rather amusing, when I arrived, to see the curiosity of these two little ones, who had heard me spoken of all day and were very anxious to see if I looked like my portrait.  The general read with great pleasure your letter and Anastasie’s.  I have been asked to send the fondest regards from the whole household, and Mrs. Washington was saying the other day that since they were old, we must not defer the pleasure they would have in entertaining you and our whole little family here.  On my earlier trip, my dear heart, I made the most solemn promise to bring you with me.”

27. From:  Charles Varlo, Floating Ideas of Nature, suited to the Philosopher, Farmer, and Mechanic, Volume II (London:  1796), 90, quoted in William Spohn Baker, Washington After the Revolution, 1784-1799 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1898), 17-18.

“[Mount Vernon, 10/1784]…The General’s lady is a hearty, comely, discreet, affable woman, some few years older than himself; she was a widow when he married her.  He has no children by her….”

28. From:  John Wallace to Matthew Cary, Alexandria, Virginia, 11/22/1784 (Photostat & typescript, Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association).
“…I met a very favourable reception from Lady Washington-I spent an entire day with her-She is a very sensible Lady, rather elderly, has four Grand-Children in her house one little Boy and three girls-She pressed me a good deal to stay at her house, till the General wou’d return.  I forgot to tell you that the General went to Richmond a few days before we reached Alexandria-His return is expected in less than a fortnight….”

29. From:  “An Account of a Visit Made to Washington at Mount Vernon, By an English  Gentleman, in 1785, From the Diary of John Hunter,” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (Volume XVII, 1893, 76-82), 76, 78, 81. 

“[Wednesday, 11/16/1785]…We arrived at Mount Vernon by one o’clock…When Colonel Fitzgerald introduced me to the General I was struck with his noble and venerable appearance….After having sat with us some time he retired and sent in his lady, a most agreeable woman about 50 [she was 54], and Major [George Augustine] Washington his nephew, married about three weeks ago to a Miss Bessot [Fanny Bassett]:  She is Mrs. Washington’s niece and a most charming young woman.  She is about 19.  After chatting with them for half an hour, the General came in again….[Thursday, 11/17/1785]…It’s astonishing with what raptures Mrs. Washington spoke about the discipline of the army, the excellent order they were in, superior to any troops she said upon the face of the earth towards the close of the war; even the English acknowledged it, she said.  What pleasure she took in the sound of the fifes and drums, preferring it to any music that was ever heard; and then to see them reviewed a week or two before the men disbanded, when they were all well clothed was she said a most heavenly sight; almost every soldier shed tears at parting with the General when the army was disbanded:  Mrs. Washington said it was a most melancholy sight….”

30. From:  Elizabeth Cometti, editor, The American Journals of Lt John Enys (Syracuse, New York:  Syracuse University Press, 1976), 251 & 252.

“[February 12, 1788]…As to his [George Washington’s] Lady she appears to me to be a Plain good Woman very much resembling the Character of Lady Bountyfull, is very cheerfull and seems most happy when contributing towards the happiness of others….”

31. From:  Tobias Lear to Mr. William Prescott, 3/4/1788 (manuscript, Massachusetts Historical Society; photostat, PS-636/A-I, Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association; typescript, Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association).

“…Mrs. Washington, the Genl’s Lady is everything that is benevolent & good – I honor her as a second mother & receive from her all those attentions which I should look for from her who bore me….”

32. From:  Olney Winsor to Mrs. Olney Winsor, 3/31/1788, in The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution, Volume VIII, edited by John P. Kaminski and Gaspare J. Saladino (Madison, Wisconsin:  State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1988), 523.

“…we…arrived at Mount Vernon about one—where we were received by the General & his family with great freedom and politeness, at the same time without any ceremonious parade….Mrs. Washington is an elegant figure for a person of her years, perhaps 45 [she was actually almost 57].—she is rather fleshy, of good complexion, has a large portly double chin, and an open & engageing [sic] Countenance, on which a pleasing smile sets during Conversation, in which she bears an agreeable part.-…She was dressed in a plain black Sattin [sic] gown, with long Sleves [sic], figured Lawn Apron & Handkf, guaze [sic] french [sic] night Cap with black bowes [sic]—all very neat—but not guady [sic]—.”

33. From Francis Adrian Vander Kemp, Mount Vernon, Tuesday, July 29, 1788, in William Spohn Baker, Washington After the Revolution, 1784-1799 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1898), 107.

“I arrived at last at Mount Vernon, where simplicity and order, unadorned grandeur and dignity had taken up their abode….There seemed to me, to skulk somewhat of a repulsive coldness [about George Washington]—not congenial with my mind, under a courteous demeanor; and I was infinitely better pleased by the unassuming modest gentleness of the Lady [Martha Washington], than with the conscious superiority of her Consort….”

34. From:  Jacques Pierre Brissot de Warville, New Travels in the United States of America Performed in 1788 (London:  Printed for J.S. Jordan, 1792; New York:  Augustus M. Kelley, Publishers, 1970), 429.

“[November 1788] Every thing [sic] has an air of simplicity in his [George Washington’s] house; his table is good, but not ostentatious; and no deviation is seen from regularity and domestic oeconomy.  Mrs. Washington superintends the whole, and joins to the qualities of an excellent house-wife, that simple dignity which ought to characterize a woman, whose husband has acted the greatest part on the theatre of human affairs; while she possesses that amenity, and manifests that attention to strangers, which render hospitality so charming….”

35. From:  Tobias Lear to George Augustine Washington, 5/3/1789, in The Papers of George Washington, Presidential Series, Volume 2, edited by W. W. Abbot and Dorothy Twohig (Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1987), 248n.

“…We have engaged Black Sam Francis [Frauncis] as Steward & superintendent of the Kitchen, and a very excellent fellow he is in the latter department—he tosses up such a number of fine dishes that we are distracted in our choice when we set down to table, and obliged to hold a long consultation upon the subject before we can determine what to attack.  Oysters & Lobsters make a very conspicuous figure upon the ta[ble] and never go off untouched.  Tell Madam Washington this—a [mutilated] hope it will have some effect (as she is remarkably fond of these fish) [mutilated] hasten her advancing towards New York—for we are extreemly [sic] desirous of seeing her here….”

36. From:  William Heth to George Washington, 5/3/1789, in The Papers of George Washington, Presidential Series, Volume 2, edited by W.W. Abbot and Dorothy Twohig (Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1987), 204.

“It is with pleasure I inform you, that I have made such particular & pointed arrangements with the Proprietors of the Stages, as leaves me no reason to doubt, of Mrs[.] Washingtons [sic] being extremely well accommodated on her Journey to New-York—Indeed—I flatter myself, that she will experience no other inconvenience from not having her own Coachman & Horses, than will naturally arise, from female apprehensions, on being drove by Strange coachmen, with Strange Horses.  On this subject, I have assured her—as I trust, she will not have any thing to fear—For having agreed, that such coachmen as I might point out, should be employed on this occasion, she will—if Van Horn & Co. should not deceive me—be drove by very decent, attentive, sober & orderly men, most excellent drivers, with very good horses.  I took the liberty also, to fix upon the terms, and as scrupulously as if I was to pay the expence [sic] myself—leaving further compensation to Mrs[.] Washingtons [sic] report of their attention, & any extra services which may be renderd [sic]….

“…permit me to wish you a happy meeting with Mrs[.] Washington, and to pray sincerely, that you may both live long so….”

37. From:  William Heth to George Washington, 5/23/1789, in The Papers of George Washington, Presidential Series, Volume 2, edited by W.W. Abbot and Dorothy Twohig (Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1987), 369-370.

“The little attention and trouble which I was at, in endeavouring to insure Mrs[.] Washington an agreeable & Safe Journey to New York—being no more than common duty—is greatly overpaid—in my estimation—by the polite manner, in which you have been pleased to notice it; and this too, at a time, when every hour almost, must be interrupted with publick [sic] business, makes me feel more sensibly, the honor which you have done me.  I now, only wait to hear of Mrs[.] Washingtons [sic] safe arrival in New-York, after as pleasant a Journey as She could reasonably expect—to be made extremely happy.  For—and I speak from my Heart when I say so—I feel much interested in this circumstance.  Nay, If [sic] I am to follow the dictates of my Heart Just now—I must tell you, that my Sensibility was so much affected at some of her observations on your both being oblig’d to leave Mount-Vernon once more; as well as at some apprehensions—tho’ very common with Ladies—respecting her Journey, that I should most assuredly have returned, and accompanied her to New York, had not certain reasons, founded in propriety, forbad me.  Nor should I have become thus Gallant, Sir, because She is the Lady of the President of the United States; but, because she is the Lady of General Washington; and because, I have the highest veneration, & most sincere affection for her.  If I am not presumeing [sic], pray mention me to her in the most respectful manner—while I repeat again, and again, my most fervent prayers, that both your days be long & happy; and that, when you shall be calld [sic] from this vale of anxiety, trouble & disappointment, you may be crowned with glory everlasting….”

38. From:  Gabriel Van Horne to George Washington, 6/13/1789, in The Papers of George Washington, Presidential Series, Volume 2, edited by W.W. Abbot and Dorothy Twohig (Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1987), 486.

“Permit me, with Sentiments of the Sincerest Respect, to Express the grateful Sense I have, Of the Honour confer’d on Me by Your Excellencys [sic] generous, and Obliging Letter—If my little Services, were in any Degree instrumental, in promoting the Ease, and Convenience of Lady Washington, I am Amply rewarded, by her Gracious Acceptance, And Acknowledgment of them.

“Let me, Assure Your Excellency, I assume no merit in Obeying the impulse of a Heart deeply impressed, with the highest Veneration for a Character, illustrious from intrinsic Merit, as well, as reflected Dignity, from her tenderest [sic] Relative Connections—In the moments of separation, Unaided by Your Comforting presence, ‘twas my Duty to releave [sic] (if possible) those Emotions; which too Freequently [sic] gain, an Assendancy [sic] Over the Human Heart.

“I beg leave Sir, to Offer Your Amiable Lady, my humble respects….”

39. From:  Abigail Adams to her sister, 6/28/1789, in New Letters of Abigail Adams, 1788-1801, edited by Stewart Mitchell (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1947), 13.

“…I took the earliest opportunity…to go & pay my respects to Mrs. Washington….She received me with great ease & politeness.  She is plain in her dress, but that plainness is the best of every article.  She is in mourning.  Her Hair is white, her Teeth beautifull [sic], her person rather short than otherways, hardly so large as my Ladyship, and if I was to speak sincerly [sic], I think she is a much better figure.  Her manners are modest and unassuming, dignified and femenine [sic], not the Tincture of ha’ture about her….”

40. From:  Abigail Adams to her sister, 7/12/1789, in New Letters of Abigail Adams, 1788-1801, edited by Stewart Mitchell (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1947), 15.

“…Mrs. Washington is one of those unassuming characters which create Love & Esteem.  A most becoming pleasentness [sic] sits upon her countenance & an unaffected deportment which renders her the object of veneration and Respect.  With all these feelings and Sensations I found myself much more deeply impressed than I ever did before their Majesties of Britain….”

41. From:  Abigail Adams to her sister, 10/11/1789, in New Letters of Abigail Adams, 1788-1801, edited by Stewart Mitchell (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1947), 29-30.

“…We yesterday had a very pleasent [sic] party together.  The whole family of us dinned [sic] with the President on Thursday, and he then proposed an excursion to long [sic] Island by water to visit Princes Gardens, but as Mrs. Washington does not Love the water we agreed that the Gentlemen should go by water and the Ladies should meet them at a half way House and dine together, and yesterday we had a most Beautifull [sic] day for the purpose.  The President, [the] V.P., Col. S[mith], Major Jackson, Mr. Izard  &c sent on Board the Barge at 8 oclock.  At Eleven the Ladies, namely Mrs. Washington, Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Smith, Miss Custos [Custis] set out in Mrs. Washingtons [sic] coach & six & met the Gentlemen at Harlem where we all dinned [sic] together & returnd [sic] in the same manner.  Whilst the Gentlemen are absent we propose seeing one an other [sic] on terms of much sociability.  Mrs. Washington is a most friendly, good Lady, always pleasent [sic] and easy, doatingly fond of her Grandchildren, to whom she is quite the Grandmamma.”

42. From:  Judith Sargent Murray to her parents, New Rochelle, New York, 8/14/1790, in From Gloucester to Philadelphia in 1790:  Observations, anecdotes, and thoughts from the 18th-century letters of Judith Sargent Murray, edited by Bonnie Hurd Smith (Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Judith Sargent Murray Society, 1998, 245-260), 246, 248, 249, 250, and 254.

“…While Mr Murray [the author’s husband] visited at the President’s Mrs Washington dispatched a Messenger from her apartments, importing that she should be pleased with a visit from Mrs Murray, that if she—Mrs Murray—preferred enjoyment to ceremony, she need not wait for a Levee day—for Mrs Washington would certainly be at home, whenever it should suit Mrs Murray’s convenience, and the President too, deigned to enquire, if my journey had bestowed upon me the blessings of health—all this, you will believe, was highly flattering--…About Six O-clock we took a coach for the presence…Colonel Humphry’s,  offering his hand, ushered us into the drawing room, a number of Ladies were with Mrs Washington, and her matronlike appearance, and Lady like condescension, soon dissipated every painful idea of distance—taking my hand she seated me by her side, and addressing herself particularly to me, as the only stranger present, she engaged me in the most familiar, and agreeable Chat—she interrogated me respecting my journey, asked if my acquaintance in New York was extensive, and in what part of the City I abode—She informed me she had the pleasure of being acquainted with my brother, and she spoke of his late marriage, and the death of his Companion, as events which had interested her feelings…Mrs Washington’s face is an index of a good heart, and those Virtues which I am told she eminently possesseth, are impressed upon every feature—need I add, that her countenance is irresistibly prepossessing…In the course of the two hours passed at the President’s various topics of conversation were introduced—Mrs Washington, as I said was condescendingly attentive to me, as a stranger I was constantly by her side, and addressing me in a low voice, she spoke of her family—she hath been a happy mother, one son, and one daughter, by a former marriage, they now, however, both sleep in the narrow house—One grand Son, and three granddaughters survive—I know, said Mrs Washington, that my daughter in law would soon enter into new engagements, and I urged her to yield her two youngest children to my care—this she obligingly did, and consequently a grandson, and granddaughter, reside constantly at the President’s—Mrs Washington hath educated a Niece [Fanny Bassett], now united in marriage, to a favourite Nephew [George Augustine Washington] of the General and the young couple reside upon, and have the care of that fine Estate, of which we have heard so much, at Mount Vernon—To which elegant seat, the President and his Lady, will during the recess of Congress, rapidly bend their steps—The family, thus circumstanced, it is hardly to be regretted, that the General hath no son, to whom to transmit his honours, and his Virtue, for he cannot but be immortal—his Lady is universally beloved, and the sons of Columbia are their children…Mrs Washington in her aside conversation, spoke of the General’s later alarming illness, and while she expressed her happiness in his present restoration, a tear of apprehension for futurity was in her eye—I embraced this opportunity, of expressing the emotions of my bosom and while I adverted to the common interest, which every American held in a life so precious, I allowed the superiority of her tender, and sacred claims…Thursday, very unexpectedly opened another scene—I was sitting in my little apartment, alone, and buried in thought—strange that I possessed not the smallest presentiment, of the distinction which awaited me—but so it was…Mrs Washington, and Mrs Lear were immediately ushered in[.]  If any thing could exceed my surprise, it was the charming freedom with which Mrs Washington took her seat—The unmeaning fopperies of ceremony seem to make no part of this Lady’s Character, inborn benevolence, beams upon her countenance, points her address, and dictates the most pleasing expressions to her lips—one whole hour she condescendingly devoted to me, and so much friendship did her salutations connect, so interesting and animated was our conversation, that a bystander would not have entertained an idea of the distance between us, would hardly have supposed, that we met but for the second time, thus benignly good, and thus adorned with social virtues is our Lady Presidentess, and I confess that in a way perfectly correspondent with my feelings, I have been most highly gratified….”

43. From:  Abigail Adams to her sister, New York, 8/29/1790, in New Letters of Abigail Adams, 1788-1801, edited by Stewart Mitchell (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1947), 57.

“…she [Mrs. Adams’ daughter, who was recovering from childbirth] would go with me to take leave of Mrs. Washington, who sets out tomorrow for Mount Vernon.  I am [going] into Town for that purpose, and shall part with her [Martha Washington], tho I hope, only for a short time, with much Regret.  No Lady can be more deservedly beloved & esteemed than she is, and we have lived in habits of intimacy and Friendship.  In short the Removal of the principal connections I have here serves to render the place, delightfull [sic] as it is, much less pleasent [sic] than it has been.”

44. From:  Thomas Lee Shippen to his father, Mount Vernon, 9/16/1790, in Robert A. Lancaster, Jr., Historic Virginia Homes and Churches (Philadelphia and London:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1915), 362.

“I have been here two days and have seen most of the improvements which do honor at once to the taste and industry of our Washington.  I have been treated, as usual, with every most distinguished mark of kindness and attention.  Hospitality indeed seems to have spread over the whole place its happiest, kindest influence.  The President exercises it in a superlative degree, from the greatest of its duties to the most trifling minutiae, and Mrs. Washington is the very essence of kindness.  Her soul seems to overflow with it like the most abundant fountain, and her happiness is in exact proportion to the number of objects upon which she can dispense her benefits.”

45. From:  Henry Wansey, Philadelphia, Friday, 6/6/1794, in William Spohn Baker, Washington After the Revolution, 1784-1799 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1898), 277-278.

“I had the honor of an interview with the President of the United States, to whom I was introduced by Mr. Dandridge, his secretary.  He received me very politely, and after reading my letters, I was asked to breakfast….Mrs. Washington herself made tea and coffee for us….She appears something older than the President, though, I understand, they were both born in the same year [actually, she was almost one year older]; short in stature, rather robust; very plain in her dress, wearing a very plain cap, with her grey hair closely turned up under it.  She has routs or levees (whichever the people chuses [sic] to call them) every Wednesday and Saturday at Philadelphia [they were actually only on Friday], during the sitting of Congress.  But the Anti-federalists object even to these, as tending to give a super-eminency, and introductory to the paraphernalia of courts.”

46. From:  Charlotte Chambers to her mother, Mrs. James Chambers, Philadelphia, 1795, in William Spohn Baker, Washington After the Revolution, 1784-1799 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1898), 299-301.

“[2/25/1795, re: the birthnight ball for the president on 2/23/1795]…Dr. Rodman, master of ceremonies, met us at the door, and conducted us to Mrs. Washington.  She half rose as we made our passing compliments.  She was dressed in a rich silk, but entirely without ornament, except the animation her amiable heart gives to her countenance.  Next her were seated the wives of the foreign ambassadors, glittering from the floor to the summit of their headdress.  One of the ladies wore three large ostrich-feathers.  Her brow was encircled by a sparkling fillet of diamonds; her neck and arms were almost covered with jewels, and two watches were suspended from her girdle, and all reflecting the light from a hundred directions.  Such superabundance of ornament struck me as injudicious; we look too much at the gold and pearls to do justice to the lady.  However, it may not be in conformity to their individual taste thus decorating themselves, but to honor the country they represent….”[2/28/1795]…I received [February 24] an invitation by my father from Mrs. Washington to visit her, and Col. [Thomas] Hartley politely offered to accompany me to the next drawing-room levee….The hall, stairs, and drawing-room of the President’s house were lighted by lamps and chandeliers.  Mrs. Washington, with Mrs. Knox, sat near the fire-place.  Other ladies were seated on sofas, and gentlemen stood in the centre of the the room conversing.  On our approach, Mrs. Washington arose and made a courtesy—the gentlemen bowed most profoundly—and I calculated my declension to her own with critical exactness….[3/11/1795, re: a visit to her by Martha Washington]…On taking leave, she observed a portrait of the President hanging over the fire-place, and said ‘she had never seen a correct likeness of General Washington.  The only merit the numerous portraits of him possessed was their resemblance to each other.’”….”

47. From:  Thomas Twining, Philadelphia, 5/13/1796, in William Spohn Baker, Washington After the Revolution, 1784-1799 (Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Company, 1898), 325-327.

“At one o’clock to-day I called at General Washington’s with the picture and letter I had for him….I was conducted up a neat but rather narrow staircase, carpeted in the middle, and was shown into a middling-sized well-furnished drawing-room on the left of the passage….There was nobody in the room, but in a minute Mrs. Washington came in, when I repeated the object of my calling, and put into her hands the letter for General Washington, and his miniature.  She said she would deliver them to the President, and, inviting me to sit down, retired for that purpose.  She soon returned, and said the President would come presently.  Mrs. Washington was a middle-sized lady, rather stout; her manner extremely kind and unaffected.  She sat down on the sofa, and invited me to sit by her.  I spoke of the pleasant days I had passed at Washington, and of the attentions I had received from her grand-daughter, Mrs. Law….While engaged in this conversation, but with my thoughts turned to the expected arrival of the General, the door opened, and Mrs. Washington and myself rising, she said, ‘The President,’ and introduced me to him….The General having thanked me for the picture, requested me to sit down next the fire, Mrs. Washington being on the sofa on the other side, and himself taking a chair in the middle….After sitting about three quarters of an hour, I rose to take leave….”

48. From:  Mrs. Henrietta Liston to her uncle, Philadelphia, 2/24[?]/1797, in Bradford Perkins, editor, “A Diplomat’s Wife in Philadelphia:  Letters of Henrietta Liston, 1796-1800,” The William and Mary Quarterly (October 1954, 592-632), 608.

“In my last I mentioned that Mr. Adams had carried his Ellection [sic] for President, it was only by three Votes.  Washington is preparing for retirement with a very cheerful Countenance—Mrs. Washingtons [sic] heart seems a little melted, as she never expects to see Philadelphia again; she prest [sic] me to come to Mount-vernon this Summer but I made my excuses, as our wishes bend to the North….”

49. From:  Benjamin Henry Latrobe, The Journal of Latrobe:  Being the Notes and Sketches of an Architect, Naturalist and Traveler in the United States from 1796 to 1820 (New York:  D. Appleton and Company, 1905), 57.

“[July 1797]…Upon my return to the house [Mount Vernon], I found Mrs. Washington and her granddaughter, Miss Custis, in the hall.  I introduced myself to Mrs. Washington as a friend of her nephew, and she immediately entered into conversation upon the prospect [view] from the lawn, and presently gave me an account of her family in a good-humored free manner that was extremely pleasant and flattering.  She retains strong remains of considerable beauty, seems to enjoy very good health, and to have a good humor.  She has no affectation of superiority in the slightest degree, but acts completely in the character of the mistress of the house of a respectable and opulent country gentleman….”

50. From:  Mrs. Henrietta Liston to her uncle, 7/12/1797, in Bradford Perkins, editor, “A Diplomat’s Wife in Philadelphia:  Letters of Henrietta Liston, 1796-1800,” The William and Mary Quarterly (October 1954, 592-632), 613.

“…to-morrow Congress rises (I am glad of it,) on the following day we dine, by invitation, with the President [John Adams], who, as his Wife is not in very good health is glad to run from the heat of Philadelphia, I believe I told you how pleased I am with Mrs. Adams, she has spirit enough to laugh at [journalist Benjamin F.] Baches [sic] abuse of her Husband, which poor Mrs. Washington could not, I hope to acquire that sort of spirit in time, but the thing is new to me yet-“

51. From:  William Thornton to John Coakley Lettsom, 10/9/1797, Papers of William Thornton, Volume 1, edited by C. M. Harris (Charlottesville, Virginia, and London:  University Press of Virginia, 1995), 423.

“…Mrs. Washington is a very agreeable, lively, sensible person, and has the remains of great beauty.”

52. From:  Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz, Under Their Vine and Fig Tree:  Travels through America in 1797-1799, 1805, with some further account of life in New Jersey, translated and edited by Metchie J.E. Budka (Elizabeth, New Jersey:  The Grassman Publishing Company, Inc., 1965), 85.

“[5/21/1798] I then went up to Mrs. Washington.  She is the same age as the G[enera]l…, small, with lively eyes, a gay air and extremely kind.  She had on a gown, with an even hem, of stiff white cotton, fitting very tightly, or rather attached from all sides with pins.  A bonnet of white gauze, ribbons of the same color, encircling her head tightly, leaving the forehead completely uncovered and hiding only half of her white hair which in back was done up in a little pigtail.  She was at one time one of the most beautiful women in America and today there remains something extremely agreeable and attractive about her….”

53. From:  Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz, Under Their Vine and Fig Tree:  Travels through America in 1797-1799, 1805, with some further account of life in New Jersey, translated and edited by Metchie J.E. Budka (Elizabeth, New Jersey:  The Grassman Publishing Company, Inc., 1965), 103.

“[6/5/1798] Mrs. Washington is one of the most estimable persons that one could know, good, sweet, and extremely polite.  She loves to talk and talks very well about times past….”

54. From:  R.W.G. Vail, editor, “A Dinner at Mount Vernon:  From the Unpublished Journal of Joshua Brookes (1773-1859),” The New-York Historical Society Quarterly (April 1947, 72-85), 74, 75, 78, 80.

“[2/4/1799]…About half past two the General returned….He sat about five minutes, said little.  He mentioned he went to change his dress, prior to which he introduced Mrs. Washington [who was] dressed in a Mazareen blue satin gown with three belts over her handkerchief across the body, about five feet high, rather lusty than spare, of respectable appearance, cheerful, about 70 years of age, mildness and affability depicted in her countenance.  [She] enquired for news, said she was no politician but liked to read the newspapers, wore a loose cap, hair combed straight, grey locks, sat about half an hour when she went out….Of the whole, Mrs. Washington and Miss Custis pleased me most, especially the former.  Her affability, free manner and mild, placid countenance brought vividly to my mind my dear mother and I thought I saw in both resignation to God with the pure spirit of religion, humility, meekness, etc….In a small parlor in front [were]…[oil portraits of] George Washington and Mrs. Washington taken 30 or 35 years [the Virginia Colonel portrait of GW by Charles Willson Peale and the Wollaston of Mrs. Wsahington] before in his English uniform.  He has a bluff, Prussian appearance.  Mrs. Washington looks very handsome.  There is one done lately of George Washington and Mrs. Washington, excellent likenesses [the Sharples portraits?], and an admirable portrait of Miss Custis….We were much pleased with Mrs. Washington who sat about half an hour with us….”

55. From:  Thomas Jefferson’s conversation with Joshua Brooks, Monticello, 8/10/1799, in R.W.G. Vail, editor, “A Dinner at Mount Vernon:  From the Unpublished Journal of Joshua Brookes (1773-1859),” The New-York Historical Society Quarterly (April 1947, 72-85), 81-82.

“Mrs. Washington is a rather weak woman.  It is singular that she was incapable of being injured by flattery, for she received more of it from the ladies of Philadelphia than ever any woman had before, but it did not affect her.  I attribute this to the goodness of her heart, not to the strength of her mind.  No woman could be more idolized or have more incense paid her than she had, yet she had not the least degree of pride or affectation….George Washington is a hard master, very severe, a hard husband, a hard father, a hard governor….A man from New England called one time on George Washington when President and, [while] going up stairs, he met Mrs. Washington.  The man asked her:  ‘Is His Majesty at home?’, [to which she replied:] ‘Sir, Is His Majesty at home!  Mr. Washington is at home, Sir!’”  T. Jefferson, 10 August 1799.”

56. From:  “A Visit to Mount Vernon—A Letter of Mrs. Edward Carrington [Eliza Ambler Brent Carrington] to Her Sister, Mrs. George Fisher [Anne Ambler Fisher],” William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine, Second Series, Volume 18, Number 2 (April 1938), 198-202.

“Mount Vernon[,] November 22nd, 1799….We arrived here on the 20th just in time for dinner, after a pleasant journey made more than ordinarily agreeable by a continuation of fine weather which enable us to make several pleasant calls on friends who are agreeably scattered on the way from Fredericksburg to Alexandria (that is to say if you take the road up the Potomac).

“Yes we arrived at this venerable mansion in perfect safety, where we are experiencing every mark of hospitality & kindness that the good old General’s continued friendship to Col. C. could lead us to expect; his reception of my husband was that of a Brother; he took us each by the hand & with a warmth of expression not to be described, pressed mine, & told me that I had conferred a favour [sic], never to be forgotten, in bringing his old friend to see him; then bidding a servant to call the ladies entertained us most facetiously till they appeared.

“Mrs. W—venerable, kind & plain, & resembling very much our Aunt A---.  Mrs. Stewart her daughter-in-law once Mrs. Custis with her two young daughters, Misses S—all pleasant & agreeable—Mrs. H—Lewis formerly Miss P—d of Richmond and last, tho’ not least Mrs. L. Lewis—but how to describe her—once I had heard my neighbour [sic], Mrs. Tucker give a romantic account of her, when Miss Custis, --now her lovely figure, made doubly interesting by a light fanciful summer dress with a garland of flowers she had just entwined—and an apron full she had selected came in to throw them at her grandmama’s feet—all which I considered as the fanciful effusions of my friends [sic] romantic turn of mind, but now when I see her the Matron, for such her situation makes her appear, though she has only been ten months a wife, lovely as nature could form her, improved in every female accomplishment & what is still more interesting, amiable & obliging in every department that makes woman most charming, particularly in her conduct to her aged Grandmother & the General, whom she always calls Grampa I seem actually transported in beholding her.  Having once seen her as she passed through our Town seems to give me a claim to her kindness, and her attentions are unremitted [sic], on retiring for the night she took me into her apartment which was elegantly prepared for an expected event, & where we separated; “how glad I am that you are here,” she said “What a pleasure it will be to me, to retain you till this dreaded event has passed”—I assured her that nothing could give more pleasure than to remain & offer every friendly aid in my power—in this promise I thought this morning I should be indulged, for on entering the breakfast room, I understood she had been complaining all night, but unfortunately my husband spied the arm-chair carried upstairs, & a moment after ordered our carriage—In vain does the General insist upon our stay, promising to take him over the grounds and farm, & showing him the mill &c &c which will occupy him till 3—but no—the world could not tempt him to stay, at a time, when he said, everyone should leave the family entirely undisturbed, but that after a few days, when we should have finished our visit to our friends in Maryland, we would again see them and prolong our visit—is it not vexatious to have so scrupulous a husband; nothing could distress me more than to leave that charming family at such a moment but I am bound to obey & at 12 we are to leave this place for Washington; when I return you may expect to hear from me[.]
“27th November  After passing a week most charmingly with my numerous friends in & about the City, we returned to finish our visit to this revered Mansion….
“I having missed the post, I continue to scribble on, & am well pleased that my letter was not ready for the post, as I have much to say, & I am really delighted that our first visit here was shortened so that we are at liberty to finish it at a time when our presence is of more consequence to this amiable family than it would [have] been before[.]

“It is really an enjoyment to be here, to witness the tranquil happiness that reigns throughout the house (except now & then a little bustle, occasioned by the young squire Custis when he returns from hunting, bringing in a “Valient Deer” as he terms it, “that Grand Pa & the Col. will devour”)—nice venison I assure you it is, & my taste in seasoning the stew is not passed unnoticed while the whole party, I wont [sic] say devour it, but do it ample justice[.]
“My mornings are spent charmingly alternately in the different chambers; first an hour after breakfast with the lady in the straw [Nelly Custis Lewis, who was recovering from childbirth]—dressing the pretty little stranger, who is the delight of the Grand-ma; then we repair to the old lady’s room, which is precisely on the style of our good old aunt’s, that is to say nicely fixed for all sorts of work—on one side sits the chambermaid with her knitting on the other a little colored pet, learning to sew, an old, decent woman with her table and shears cutting out the negroes winter clothes, while the good old lady directs them all, incessantly knitting herself, & pointing out to me several pair of nice coloured [sic] stockings & gloves she had just finished, & presenting me with a pair half done, begs me to finish, & wear for her sake—

“Her netting too is a great source of amusement, & is so neatly done, that all the younger part of the family are proud of trimming their dresses with it and have furnished me with a whole suit, so that I shall appear “A la domestique” at the first party we have when we get home.

“It is wonderful after a life spent as these good people have necessarily spent theirs to see them in retirement assume domestic manners that prevail in our country, when but a year since they were forced to forego all the innocent delights which are so congenial to their years and tastes, to sacrifice to the parade of the drawing room & the Levee.

“The recollection of these last days [the presidency] as Mrs. W--- calls them, seem to fill her with regret, but the extensive knowledge she has gained in this general intercourse with persons from all parts of the world has made her a most interesting companion, & having a vastly retentive memory, she presents an entire history of half a century.

“…there is a complete Green-house which at this season is a vast, a great source of pleasure.  Plants from every part of the world seem to flourish in the neatly finished apartment, & from the arrangement of the whole, I conclude that it is managed by a skilful hand but whose I cannot tell—neither the General nor Mrs. W--- seem more interested in it than the visitors—
“We have met with no company here, but are told that scarcely a week passes without some and often more than is comfortable or agreeable—

“When transient persons, who call from curiosity, they are treated with civility, but never interfere with the order of the house, or the General’s disposition of time, which is as regular as when at the head of the Army or in the President’s chair….”
57. From:  William Thornton to John Marshall, 1/2/1800, Papers of William Thornton, Volume 1, edited by C. M. Harris (Charlottesville, Virginia, and London:  University Press of Virginia, 1995), 527.

“[re: the plan to put George Washington’s body in the Unites States Capitol]…But in fulfilling this duty there is another which will give great comfort to her who enjoyed the felicity of being the partner of his life.  She expressed, in her affliction, the hope of soon lying in the same humble vault prepared for his family, and considered it as the last temporal consolation.  The body of her beloved friend and companion is now requested and she does not refuse the national wish—but if an intimation could be given that she should partake merely of the same place of deposit it would restore to her mind a calm and repose that this acquiescence in the national wish has in a high degree affected.  You, who know her, are not unacquainted with her high virtues, and know that her love for the departed would be the only reason why such a wish could be entertained.  She cannot be more honoured than she has been and, were it possible, the nation would give a still further proof of sensibility on this melancholy occasion, by a resolution in favour of her who possessed the heart of the late Friend of Man.  I presume not to dictate any mode; but you will with liberality pardon the suggestion of a private individual.  If a secret vote of the House were to be taken, and the result only made known to herself or friends, and be publickly [sic] declared after her death, it would appear, in my opinion, to the whole world, not only as a high mark of respect, but peculiarly delicate.  That I write this is unknown to any of the family, and I hope you and they will excuse the liberty I take….”

58. From:  Abigail Adams to her sister, 1/7/1800, New Letters of Abigail Adams, 1788-1801, edited by Stewart Mitchell (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1947), 227.

“…Mr. [William Smith] Shaw returnd [sic] yesterday from Mount Vernon.  He was much gratified by his tour, tho regreeted [sic] that he did not see Mrs. Washington.  She strove the whole time he was there, which was two days, to get resolution sufficient to see him, but finally excused herself.  She had the painfull [sic] task to perform, to bring her mind to comply with the request of Congress [regarding moving GW’s body to the U.S. Capitol], which she has done in the handsomest manner possible in a Letter to the President [John Adams] which will this day be communicated to congress [sic].  She wrote me in replie [sic] to my Letter an answer repleat [sic] with a sense of my sympathy, and expressive of her own personal Grief and anguish of mind.  Mr. [Tobias] Lear told Mr. Shaw that she had not been able to shed a tear since the Genlls. Death, until [sic] she received the Presidents [sic] and my Letters when she was two hours getting through them, tho they were not Lengthy….”

59.  From:  Oliver Wolcott to Mrs. Wolcott, 7/17/1800, Memoirs of the Administrations of Washington and John Adams, Edited from the Papers of Oliver Wolcott, Secretary of the Treasury, Volume II, edited by George Gibbs (New York:  Printed for the Subscribers, 1846), 380-381.

“Mrs. Washington received me with great cordiality, and enquired after you and the children with lively affection.  She appeared to be grieved that you were not of the party.  Her mind is generally serene, but the decay of strength, the increasing marks of age, and occasional suffusion of countenance, plainly show that the zest of life has departed…..”

60. From:  Mrs. Henrietta Liston, wife of the British ambassador, 8/1800, in “Mrs. Liston Returns to Virginia,” Virginia Cavalcade (Summer 1965, 40-47), 46.

“Mrs. Washington received us with her usual kindness, and not without tears…our spirits were much dampened, and I listened with tender interest to a sorrow, which she said was truly breaking her heart; it was really doing so.  We staid [sic] all night, and took leave of her with much regret next morning.”…They cut their visit short, because Liston had to keep appointments…They had time, however, for one more short visit to Mrs. Washington before they left America for good.  Henrietta recorded her impressions of this last visit to Mrs. Washington….”Washington was a more respectful than a tender husband certainly, yet we found this excellent Woman grieving incessantly.  She repeatedly told me, during the days we had it in our power to stay with her, that all comfort had fled with her Husband, and that she waited anxiously her dissolution [death].  And indeed it was evident that her health was fast declining and her heart breaking.  We parted with much kindness on all sides, never Alas! to meet again.  A few months after our departure, we heard of her death….”

61. From:  “Diary of Mrs. William Thornton, 1800-1863,” Records of the Columbia Historical Society, Washington, D.C. (Volume 10, 1907, 88-226), 174, 213.

“[Saturday, 8/2/1800]…We set off again about eleven Oclock…& we got to Mrs Washington’s about two Oclock….Mrs Washington is much broke since I saw her last—Her Grandson Washington Custis, in whom she seems quite wrapt [sic] up, was indisposed, and she seemed very anxious on his account.—She is a very polite & amiable old Lady.  The same order & regularity is observed as when the Genl was living….[Wednesday, 11/19/1800]…Mama & I—went to Mrs Peter’s—found Mrs Tingey there—they were all going to George Town & then to wait on Mrs Adams.—We waited on Mrs Dexter, then went to some Stores & returned to Mrs Peter’s & waited till she returned—Mama then went home in our Carriage &  in Mrs Tingey’s to Mrs Adams’s.—Mrs A. is a short lady; in person something like Mrs Washington—has a sensible look….”

62. From:  John Pintard’s Journal (1759-1844), Excerpt in R.W.G. Vail, “Two Early Visitors to Mount Vernon,” The New-York Historical Society Quarterly (October 1958, 349-365), 350, 352, 353.

“[Friday, 7/31/1801] Mr. Allyn & myself were received very friendly by Mrs. [Martha] Washington who bears her age remarkably well.  She converses without reserve & [with] seeming pleasure on every subject that recalls the memory & virtues of her august consort….A miniature drawn last winter or spring by a Mr. Robert Field, now in Washington, of Mrs. W., is a striking likeness.  She is drawn to please her grand children [sic] in the usual long laced cap & neckkershief [sic], that they may see her as she affected it in her every day [sic] face….Mrs W. was very attentive at table.  I sat between her & Mrs. [Nelly Custis] Lewis who was very chatty.  The conversation was quite free easy & familiar.  At ½ past 4 took leave of Mrs. W. & returned the same evening to the city [of Washington].”

63. From:  Samuel Latham Mitchill to his wife, 12/7/1801, in Jean B. Lee, editor, Experiencing Mount Vernon:  Eyewitness Accounts, 1784-1865 (Charlottesville, Virginia, and London:  University of Virginia Press, 2006), 93-94.

“…On our arrival we were received by Mr. Lewis, a gentleman who married one of the Misses Custis, a granddaughter of Mrs. Washington, and who, with his wife, now resides here.  Presently Mrs. Washington and her other granddaughter, the celebrated Mrs. Law, now here on a visit, entered.  The old lady was habited in black, and wore a plain cap with a black ribbon; she was affable and polite, and made us welcome in that hospitable though unceremonious manner that without hesitation we agreed to stay and dine.  Mrs. Law was dressed in white, and both looked and acted in that engaging and superior way for which she is so justly famed.  Her little daughter and her husband were with her.  Three young ladies, the Misses Stewart and a Miss Henley, and Mrs. Washington’s grandson, Mr. Custis, also joined us a little before dinner.  Mrs. Washington presided like a lady of hospitality and good sense, tempered by much acquaintance with company.  Every thing [sic] was neat and well-ordered, bespeaking her to be quite the mistress of her household, and regulating all its concerns.”

64. From:  Manasseh Cutler to his daughter regarding his visit to Martha Washington on Saturday, 1/2/1802, in William Parker Cutler and Julia Perkins Cutler, Life, Journals and Correspondence of Rev. Manasseh Cutler, LL.D., 2 volumes (Cincinnati, Ohio:  Robert Clarke & Co., 1888), 2:56-58.

“…When our coaches entered the yard, a number of servants immediately attended, and when we had all stepped out of our carriages a servant conducted us to Madam Washington’s room, where we were introduced by Mr. Hillhouse, and received in a very cordial and obliging manner.  Mrs. Washington was sitting in a rather small room, with three ladies (grand-daughters), one of whom is married to a Mr. Lewis, and has two fine children…Mrs. Washington appears much older than when I saw her last at Philadelphia, but her countenance very little wrinkled and remarkably fair for a person of her years.  She conversed with great ease and familiarity, and appeared as much rejoiced at receiving our visit as if we had been of her nearest connections.  She regretted that we had not arrived sooner, for she always breakfasted at seven, but our breakfast would be ready in a few minutes.  In a short time she rose, and desired us to walk into another room, where a table was elegantly spread…At the head of the table was the tea and coffee equipage, where she seated herself, and sent the tea and coffee to the company.  We were all Federalists, which evidently gave her particular pleasure.  Her remarks were frequently pointed, and sometimes very sarcastic, on the new order of things and the present administration.  She spoke of the election of Mr. Jefferson, whom she considered as one of the most detestable of mankind, as the greatest misfortune our country had ever experienced.  Her unfriendly feelings toward him were naturally to be expected, from the abuse he has offered to General Washington, while living, and to his memory since his decease.  She frequently spoke of the General with great affection, viewing herself as left alone, and her life protracted, until she had become a stranger in the world.  She repeatedly remarked the distinguished mercies heaven still bestowed upon her, for which she had daily cause of gratitude, but she longed for the time to follow her departed friend….Between the tomb and the bank, a narrow footpath, much trodden, and shaded with trees, passes round it.  Here Mrs. Washington, in gloomy solitude, often takes her melancholy walks….Mrs. Washington urged us to tarry to dine, but we were obliged to return to Washington.  She was likewise pressing in her invitation to make her another visit before the close of the session, and was so complaisant as to assure me, after offering any of the shrubbery or young trees, if I would come again toward the spring I should fined a very different appearance, and be furnished with whatever I wished to send home….”

65. From:  Manasseh Cutler to Dr. Torrey, 1/4/1802, in William Parker Cutler and Julia Perkins Cutler, Life, Journals and Correspondence of Rev. Manasseh Cutler, LL.D, 2 volumes (Cincinnati, Ohio:  Robert Clarke & Co., 1888), 2:67.

“On Friday last, Messrs. Hillhouse, Davenport, J.C. Smith, Mattoon, Perkins, Talmadge, and Goddard, and myself, made a visit to Mount Vernon, to pay our respects to Mrs. Washington.  We were received in the most polite and cordial manner, and handsomely entertained.  She appeared in good health, but like one who has sustained a loss that will always remain fresh in her mind.  She spoke of the General with great affection, and observed that, though she had many favors and mercies, for which she desired to bless God, she felt as if she was become a stranger among her friends, and could welcome the time when she should be called to follow her deceased friend.”

66. From:  Philadelphia Merchant:  The Diary of Thomas P. Cope, 1800-1851, edited by Eliza Cope Harrison (South Bend, Indiana:  Gateway Editions, 1978), 111-113.

“[5/20/1802] This morning has been taken up with a visit to Mt. Vernon.  We left our inn at 8 & arrived in about an hour & a half….The pleasure which we had anticipated in this visit was greatly diminished by the illness of Lady Washington.  She is confined to her bed & from the account given of her by Doctor Craik, the family physician, has not many days to survive….Doctor Craik is 74 years old & resides in Alexandria.  He was sent for on the first indisposition of Lady Washington & has remained at Mount Vernon ever since, as she will not consent to his leaving her.  She has been sick for a fortnight….This venerable physician was with the General in his dying moments & supported him in his arms as he expired.  He spoke of the circumstance with tender emotion & of the character of his departed friend with high veneration.  His respect for the widow is little less enthusiastic.  He tells me that she is advanced of 70 & has never left home since the death of the General….Her time is spent principally in domestic cares.  She is very industrious & fond of reading & knitting.  To visitants she is affable, hospitable & attentive.  The death of her husband affected her sensibly.  She has not entered either his study or the apartment in which he died since the removal of his corpse, nor can any entreaty induce her to change the lodging room which she then selected for herself in the attic story immediately under the roof & which is a small, inconvenient, uncomfortable apartment.  She now promises Doctor Craik that should she recover from the present attack, she will consent to lodge in some other part of the house more airy & commodious; of this there is little probability as her health has been wasting for the last twelve months & yesterday a chilly fit deprived her, during the paroxysm, of the power of speech.  He [Doctor Craik] thinks another must deprive her of life….In the portico were several species of parrot, among the rest, a cockatoo who, on seeing Polly [one of Cope’s party] seated, left his cage with a quick pace & endeavoured to gain her favour by a familiarity which thwarted his design.  Alarmed at the hurried motions & chattering of the poor fellow, she fled & left him as destitute as before.  The Dr. observed to us that this bird was the favourite of Lady Washington, who fed & caressed him daily & being neglected since her sickness, he seemed quite lost & dejected.”

67. From:  Thomas Law to his son, John Law, Mount Vernon, 5/23/1802, in Ellen McCallister, “This Melancholy Scene,” Annual Report 1981 (Mount Vernon, Virginia:  The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association of the Union, 1982, 13-15), 15.

“I have been detained here near three weeks a painful witness of Mrs. Washingtons [sic] sufferings under a fever which terminated her well spent life yesterday at 12 oclock PM—from the beginning she prepared for death, gave advice to her grandchildren sent for the Clergyman & took the sacrament, & at last directed a white gown to be brought which she had previously laid by for the last dress—Fortitude & resignation were display’d throughout, she met death as a relief from the infirmities & melancholy of old age—all she valued in life had been take [sic] from her—I feel unfeigned grief at this loss for marked attention & numerous little kindnesses had created a sincere affection.  This melancholy scene conveys a serious lesson to all of us; I fear there is too much truth in the observation of Johnson that Life protracted is protracted woe…On Tuesday I join a real mourner the solemn procession & then bid adieu to this mansion under whose hospitable roof I beheld examples of rectitude & beneficence….our little girl [Law’s daughter Eliza, then about 5 years old] has silently walked about shedding tears & has shewn [sic] real sensibility by never mentg. her Grandmama, who doated [sic] upon her….”

68. From:  The Alexandria Advertiser and Commercial Intelligencer, 5/25/1802.

“On Saturday the 22nd of May at 12 o’clock P.M. Mrs. Washington terminated her well spent life…..She was the worthy partner of the worthiest of men, and those who witnessed their conduct could not determine which excelled in their different characters, both were so well sustained on every occasion.  They lived an honor and a pattern to their country, and are taken from us to receive the rewards—promised to the faithful and the just.”

68.  From:  Thomas Jefferson, 5/31/1802.

“I received, yesterday morning, your letter of the 23rd inst. informing me of the death of Mrs. Washington, and I received it with great and sincere concern.  An acquaintance of five and twenty years, in times and circumstances of great and trying aspect, had made me a witness of her constant course in whatsoever was benevolent and virtuous in life, had marked her in my judgment as one of the most estimable of women, and had inspired me with an affectionate and respectful attachment to her….”
69.  From:  Martha Washington’s eldest granddaughter, Eliza Parke Custis Law, “Self-Portrait:  Eliza Custis, 1808,” The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography (April 1945, 89-100), 91.


“…[Martha Washington was] the most charming woman of the age she lived in…She was worthy of the approbation which her virtues obtain’d from all who ever knew her & after a Period of Widowhood in which her correct conduct added to the esteem with which she had been regarded she was selected by Washington to be the partner of his happiness & his Countries [sic] love—the first of men chose her as his wife—the companion of a life of glory, & well did she repay his confidence & attachment….”
70.   From:  Martha Washington’s third granddaughter, Nelly Custis Lewis to Jared Sparks, 2/26/1833, in Jared Sparks, The Life of George Washington (Boston:  Published by Ferdinand Andrews, 1839), 522.

“…I had the most perfect model of female excellence [Martha Washington] ever with me as my monitress, who acted the part of a tender and devoted parent, loving me as only a mother can love, and never extenuating or approving in me what she disapproved in others.  She never omitted her private devotions, or her public duties; and she and her husband were so perfectly united and happy….”
71.   From:  Martha Washington’s youngest grandchild and only grandson, George Washington Parke Custis, Recollections and Private Memoirs of Washington (Philadelphia:  J.W. Bradley, 1861), 403.

“…Greatly was she [Martha Washington] beloved in the army.  Her many intercessions with the chief for the pardon of offenders, and her kindness to the sick and wounded, caused her annual arrival in camp to be hailed as an event that would serve to dissipate the gloom of the winter-quarters.”
72.  From:  John Marshall, The Life of George Washington, 5 volumes (New York:  Wm. H. Wise & Co., 1925), 2:52.

  
“…he [George Washington] was married to Mrs. Custis; a young lady to whom he had been for some time attached; and who, to a large fortune and fine person, added those amiable accomplishments which ensure domestic happiness, and fill, with silent but unceasing felicity, the quiet scenes of private life.”
73.   From:  Jared Sparks, The Life of George Washington (Boston:  Published by Ferdinand Andrews, 1839), 98 & 99.

“In the course of the preceding year, Colonel Washington had paid his addresses successfully to Mrs. Martha Custis, to whom he was married on the 6th of January, 1759.  This lady was…distinguished alike for her beauty, accomplishments, and wealth….This union was in every respect felicitous.  It continued forty years.  To her intimate acquaintances and to the nation, the character of Mrs. Washington was ever a theme of praise.  Affable and courteous, exemplary in her deportment, remarkable for her deeds of charity and piety, unostentatious and without vanity, she adorned by her domestic virtues the sphere of private life, and filled with dignity every station in which she was placed.”
74.  From:  Growing Up in the 1850s:  The Journal of Agnes Lee, edited by Mary Custis Lee deButts (Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and London:  The University of North Carolina Press, 1984).

“[Sunday, 3/23/1856] I had forgotten that during the time my journal was discontinued, dear old Mammy died about seventy-eight years old.  One morning before Christmas, when Sister went to carry her julip she was cold & lifeless, but O I trust her spirit is in Heaven.  She was as faithful as could be.  How I missed her Christmas.  When we paid the servants our usual visits there was one pair of steep steps up which I had no cause to go.  She is the last but two of the Mt. Vernon servants.  What tales she could tell of “those good old times” of Mrs. Washington’s beauty & good management.  How “she was one of the out-door gals & would run to open the gate for the Gen.”  And when my beautiful Aunt Lewis was married “how ole Mistis let all the servants come in to see it & gave them such good things to eat,” “how Ole Mistis was dressed so splendid, in a light flowered satin your Aunt Lewis all in something white, beautiful too.”  But though a celebrated beauty she did not come up to “Ole Mistis” in Mammy’s eyes!  she [sic] could not see why so much fuss was made over “the genl, he was only a man!”, a very good master she was sure, but she didn’t suppose he was so much better than anyone else.”  O those nice talks!  we [sic] won’t have any more….”
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